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Spring 2021 Spring Summative Assessments:   
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 
 

Introduction 
Requirements concerning state assessment systems and the accountability systems using those 

assessment results are governed by federal and state law. Due to challenges raised by COVID-19, some 

of these requirements have been waived for 2019-20 and/or 2020-21. 

The table below shows by governance level (federal or state), requirement type (assessment or 

accountability), and whether the requirements have currently been waived. 

Governance 
Level 

Requirement 
Type 

2019-20 
Waiver Status 

2020-21 
Waiver Status 

Federal  Accountability Waived* Waived* 

Assessment Waived Not Waived** 

State Accountability Not Waived Not Waived 

Assessment Waived Not Waived 
* The approved federal accountability waiver still requires public reporting of some measures (e.g., graduation rates, chronic 

absenteeism, etc.) for transparency purposes. 

** Michigan’s request to waive the 2020-21 federal assessment requirement was declined on April 6, 2021 by the United States 

Department of Education (USED).  

This document addresses questions related to the Spring 2021 statewide summative assessments. There 

are a small number of questions regarding accountability as they relate to the administration of state 

assessments. For a more complete discussion of accountability impacts please view the Michigan School 

Accountability Planning and Response to COVID-19 document on the Michigan School Accountability 

web page (www.michigan.gov/mde-accountability). 

Please note this is a living document and represents the most up-to-date knowledge at the time of 

publishing. This document will be updated regularly. Please check it and Spotlight for the most up-to-

date information. 

 

  

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Michigan_School_Accountability_Planning_and_Response_to_COVID-19_701197_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Michigan_School_Accountability_Planning_and_Response_to_COVID-19_701197_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-81376_59490---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-81376_59490---,00.html
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Assessments 

For 2020-21, are state summative assessments planned to proceed, or have those been waived?  

• On April 6, 2021, the United States Department of Education (USED) formally denied Michigan’s 

request to waive the federal requirement to administer the state summative assessments in 

Spring 2021. Therefore, local school districts are expected to administer the state summative 

tests as scheduled. 

• These tests include M-STEP for students in grades 3-8, 11; PSAT 8/9 for students in 8th grade; 

MME, including SAT with Essay and ACT WorkKeys, for students in 11th grade; MI-ACCESS for 

students receiving special education services in grades 3-8 and 11; and WIDA for students in 

English learner programs in grades K-12.   

o For students who are receiving remote-only instruction, districts must offer these 

students the opportunity to take the appropriate summative assessments. Remote-only 

students are not required to come into school or a testing location for the sole purpose 

of taking the assessments. 

o Student participation and performance in these assessments will be reported in the 

Annual Education Report (AER). 

• In addition, PSAT 10 for students in grade 10, and PSAT 8/9 for 9th graders must be offered to all 

students. 

Student Mode of 
Instruction 

M-STEP, MI-Access, PSAT in Grade 
8, MME (all 3 components)  

PSAT 8/9 in Grade 9, PSAT 10 in 
Grade 10  

100% Remote • Districts must administer 
assessment(s) 

• Students may choose to 
participate in the assessment(s) 

• Districts must administer 
assessment(s) 

• Students may choose to 
participate in the assessment(s) 

All or some  
In-person 

• Districts must administer 
assessment(s) 

• Students are expected to test  

• Districts must administer 
assessment(s) 

• Students may choose to 
participate in the assessment(s) 

 

Do students who are not receiving in-person instruction have to test?  

• Students who are receiving all of their instruction remotely must be offered the opportunity to 

take the appropriate assessments; they are not required to come into school or testing location 

for the sole purpose of taking the assessments. 

• Students who are receiving some or all of their instruction in-person during the testing window 

are expected to test. 

Will 2020-21 seniors unable to test in 2019-20 be eligible or expected to test in Spring 2021? 

• There are no accountability calculations associated with testing 12th graders in the 2020-21 

school year. 

• Schools that were established for SAT with Essay testing in Spring 2020 were expected to 

administer the SAT with Essay to their 12th-grade students in Fall 2020. 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5373_6526_6551-556365--,00.html
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• 12th graders who were unable to take the SAT with Essay in the Fall 2020 administration may 

take the entire MME in Spring 2021. (Schools must be established to administer both the SAT 

with Essay and the ACT WorkKeys and provide the M-STEP assessment for science and social 

studies.) 

• Students who took the SAT with Essay on a school testing day in Fall 2020 are not eligible to take 

the SAT with Essay again in Spring 2021. 

What if a student is unable to test due to COVID-related reasons?  

• OEAA is implementing a COVID reason for this year’s ”Answer Documents Received and Not 
Tested Students” window. Most students who do not test will have this reason pre-loaded for 
them in the Secure Site. OEAA is collecting this information in anticipation of transparency 
reporting for assessment results and participation rates. An Incident Report is not necessary.     

 

Do students have to test on the initial testing date for PSAT? If our remote students are not 

attending on the day of the initial test, can they test during the testing window? 

• Students who are absent or otherwise not in the school building on the initial test day, 4/13/21, 
may test during the remainder of the Primary Testing Window (4/13/21 – 4/16/21), or if unable 
to test in the Primary Testing Window, may test on an approved makeup day. 

 

If students miss the primary test day and the makeup window for the SAT with Essay due to a 

COVID-19 related event, can our school use the SAT Contingency Date to test those students? 

• Yes, the SAT Makeup Contingency Day of 5/18/21 may be used for students who were unable to 

test on either April 14 or April 27 due to a COVID-related event. 

• Students who are unable to test on the initial WorkKeys test date (April 15) or the make-up date 

(April 28) due to COVID-19 can use the ACT Contingency Makeup Day of 5/5/21. 

Are there additional options for students to participate in a state-paid SAT administration? 

• No, students must be assessed on the initial, makeup, or contingency makeup dates. 

Some states have extended their WIDA testing windows through the spring and into the fall. 

Why isn't Michigan considering this option? 

• MDE wants schools to adhere to federal assessment laws to the extent possible but also 

prioritize instruction for EL students whose access to instruction was tremendously negatively 

impacted. Significantly extending the testing window serves only to create additional burdens 

on students. 

What happens if I do not assess all of my English learners with WIDA this year? 

• Untested students will not have an opportunity to exit English Learner (EL) services this year (as 

the only path to exit is proficiency on WIDA) and will instead have to wait until next year. 

• For 2020-21 only, some Federal accountability requirements including the 95% participation rate 

requirement have been waived. Assessment results, including participation rates, will still be 

reported publicly. Currently, the state law requiring the A-F School Grade system remains in 

effect. 
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Is the first year ELA exemption for English learners still allowed this year? 

• Yes, the first year exemption from the ELA state content area assessments for English Learners 

(ELs) is still allowed for this spring but EL students must still take the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 

assessment which measures students English language development (ELD) and not ELA content 

knowledge. 

Does OEAA have guidance to help districts and schools assess students in a safe manner?  

• Districts and schools should follow state and local health department guidance regarding 

student safety in schools. 

o Visit the K-12 School Opening Guidance page in the State of Michigan Coronavirus web 

site (www.michigan.gov/coronavirus). 

• OEAA and its vendors has developed the following documents to assist schools administer state 

assessment safely. These documents are located on the Office of Assessment and Accountability 

webpages at www.michigan.gov/oeaa. 

o Safe Testing Planning Guide  

o Safe Testing Planning Template  

o Spring 2021 Summative Assessment Flexibility Options (currently under development) 

o Spring 2021 SAT, PSAT 10, PSAT 8/9, WorkKeys Contingency Dates and Flexibility 

Options  

o Spring 2021 WIDA ACCESS Planning Document  

Where do I find information on how to test my students remotely?  

• Remote testing is not allowed for the Spring 2021 statewide summative assessments. All 

summative assessments must be administered in-person with a trained test administrator.  

• After consulting with our assessment providers and Technical Advisory Committee, OEAA 

determined there are significant concerns that outweigh the potential benefits of a remote 

administration including: 

o equity especially as it relates to student access to adequate testing devices and internet 

access 

o validity of the test results 

o demands on local educators 

o test security 

What is the difference “remote testing” and “off-site testing”?  

• Remote testing or remote test administration refers to assessing students online with the test 

administrator in one location and students in another location or locations. This is not allowed 

for the statewide summative assessments.  

• Off-site testing refers to assessing students in-person at an approved testing location with a 

trained test administrator. Off-site testing must be requested through the OEAA Secure Site for 

M-STEP, MI-Access, ACT WorkKeys, and WIDA or through the College Board for SAT with Essay, 

PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9. 

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_104699---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Safe_Testing_Planning_Guide_716132_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Safe_Testing_Planning_Word_Template_716136_7.docx
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Spring_2021_Contingency_Test_Dates_and_Flexibility_Options_710735_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Spring_2021_Contingency_Test_Dates_and_Flexibility_Options_710735_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/2021_WIDA_Planning_Document_710115_7.docx
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Can we test our remote students together even though they are enrolled at different buildings in 

the district? 

• Yes, be sure that students are pre-identified to the assessments they are taking using the correct 

enrollment data. Ensure online test tickets and answer document barcode labels show the 

correct school for each student. 

Do we need to submit an off-site testing request if students are testing in a different building in 

our district? 

• No, an off-site testing request is not required if the student is testing in a district building. 

What is MDE's requirement for spacing when assessing students? 

• Schools and districts must follow state and local health the guidelines for spacing students in 

effect at the time of assessment. At the time this document was published MDHHS requires 6 

feet between students. The College Board and ACT have modified their spacing requirements to 

allow schools to follow state and local health guidelines. 

Can we use plastic dividers between students? 

• Yes, as long as the dividers do not interfere with the ability of test administrators and proctors 

to properly monitor the test administration they are allowed. 

Can we test students in small groups? 

• Yes, students may be tested in small groups. 

How many proctors do we need? 

• M-STEP, MI-Access, and WIDA do not have specific numerical requirements for the number of 

proctors needed. All testing rooms require a test administrator and as many proctors the test 

coordinator deems appropriate for the number of students testing and the configuration of the 

testing room. The test administrator and proctors must be able to actively monitor students 

throughout the test session in order to provide assistance as needed and to prevent prohibited 

behaviors.  

• The SAT and PSAT Coordinator Manuals, found on the MME and PSAT web pages, provide 

specific requirements for proctors and room monitors based on the number of students testing 

in a room. 

• Staffing requirements for ACT WorkKeys are documented in the ACT WorkKeys State 

Administration Manuals located on the ACT Michigan Testing web site.  

What are some supports or accommodations not listed in the DRC INSIGHT Portal? 

• One example of a Designated Support not listed in the INSIGHT Portal is the use of a page 
turner. There are others but educators should refer to the Supports & Accommodations Tables 
in the Supports and Accommodations Guidance Document for a complete list of allowable 
supports and the ways in which they should be recorded/enabled for testing. 

 

My school is closed (because of spring break or a temporary closure due to COVID-19) and no 

one is available to accept testing materials, what do I do?  

• FedEx will attempt to deliver materials three times before returning the materials to the 

appropriate assessment vendor. Schools may use the tag left by FedEx to contact them and 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-22709_35150---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-22709_86724---,00.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/michigan.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Michigan_Accommodations_Manual.final_480016_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Michigan_Accommodations_Manual.final_480016_7.pdf
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make arrangements to hold the delivery for pickup. For materials returned, contact the 

appropriate assessment vendor for assistance: 

o M-STEP and MI-Access materials: call the OEAA Help Line at 877-560-8378 (option 3) 

o SAT or PSAT materials: contact the College Board by calling 866-870-3127 (option 1) or 

emailing michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org    

o ACT WorkKeys materials: use the ACT Contact Us web page  

(www.act.org/aap/state/contact.html) 

When do I need to complete COVID-19 School Closure page on the Secure Site; do I need to fill 

that out if I have students in quarantine? 

• The COVID-19 School Closure page should be filled out if your school is closed for in-person 

instruction due to COVID-19 during any of the testing windows. The page is not intended for 

schools that are open for some form of in-person instruction or for individual students in 

quarantine. For directions on how to complete this page, visit the OEAA Secure Site Training 

web page (www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining). 

How is TTS for Directions Only turned on in the INSIGHT Portal for students? 

• TTS for Directions Only is available for M-STEP on the test directions screens without any need 

to turn them on or assign them. Specific instructions for how to use TTS for Directions Only are 

available in the M-STEP Online Test Administrator's Directions and Manual documents and in 

the M-STEP Test Administration Manual. Both sets of documents are located on the M-STEP 

web page (www.michigan.gov/mstep). 

Can we test our students using paper/pencil now if we did not apply for an online testing waiver 

in the fall? 

• The OEAA orders paper materials based on the number of schools expected to administer in a 

paper/pencil test mode. While we do have a small overage to paper/pencil materials, schools 

that are considering changing more than a few students from online to paper/pencil should 

contact the OEAA at mde-oeaa@michigan.gov before ordering paper/pencil materials 

Can parents choose for their student(s) not to test this year? 

• MDE supports parents in making choices for their children, especially in this unprecedented 

year. In normal circumstances there is no allowable way in state or federal law to “opt out” of 

state tests. However, circumstances are not normal this year. There are no high stakes 

accountability ramifications this year for the student or school related to student participation in 

state assessment this year. MDE does not support requiring students receiving remote-only 

instruction to come to school for the sole purpose of state assessment.  

Our district is providing benchmark assessments this year as required by the Return to Learn 

Law. Why do we need to also administer the M-STEP (PSAT, SAT, MI-Access)? 

• MDE submitted a request to USED waive the requirements to administer statewide summative 

assessments. This request was not approved, therefore federal and state laws require districts 

administer the M-STEP, the MME including SAT with Essay, PSAT, MI-Access, and WIDA this 

spring.  

mailto:michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org
http://www.act.org/aap/state/contact.html
http://www.act.org/aap/state/contact.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-22709_57003---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-22709_57003---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-22709_70117-518188--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/M-STEP_Test_Administration_Manual_630729_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/mstep
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• The Michigan Return to Learn law requires districts to administer benchmark assessments to all 

students in grades K-8 at least twice a year, once at the being of the school year and again 

before the school year ends.  

• Both summative and benchmark assessments are required by federal and/or state law. 

What assessment data will be released? 

• Schools and districts will receive the same score reports and downloadable files for students 

that tested as they would receive in a typical school year.  

• Parents and guardians will receive their child's Parent Reports for the assessments taken.  

• Summarized assessment results, including participation rates, will be reported in the Annual 

Education Report (AER), Parent Dashboard, and the A-F School Grade System. 
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Accountability  

Will there be federal accountability for the 2020-2021 school year? 

• The table below lists each of Michigan's accountability systems, grouping them by whether they 

are governed by federal or state law/policy and indicates whether the system was waived for 

2019-20 and/or 2020-21. For additional details regarding accountability, visit the Michigan 

School Accountability Planning and Response to COVID-19 document on the Michigan School 

Accountability web page (www.michigan.gov/mde-accountability). 

Accountability 
System Type 

Accountability System Name 
2019-20 
Waiver Status 

2020-21  
Waiver Status 

Federal 
School Index Waived Waived 

Annual Education Report (AER) Partially Waived* Partially Waived* 

State 
Parent Dashboard Not Waived* Not Waived * 

School Grades Not Waived* Not Waived* 

At-Risk (31A) Not Waived* Not Waived* 

*Metrics may have limited or no data depending on participation/reporting rates 

How will assessment participation rates affect accountability results? 
For 2020-21 only, some Federal accountability requirements including the 95% participation rate 

requirement have been waived. Assessment results, including participation rates, will still be reported 

publicly.  

• The 2021-22 Annual Education Report (AER), which will use 2020-21 data, is still required under 

federal law; however, some portions will not be required to report. The 2021-22 AER will 

contain information on student participation and performance on state summative assessments. 

• Currently, the state law requiring the A-F School Grade system remains in effect. 

• The Parent Dashboard will be updated with summary results from the 2021 assessments. 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Michigan_School_Accountability_Planning_and_Response_to_COVID-19_701197_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Michigan_School_Accountability_Planning_and_Response_to_COVID-19_701197_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-81376_59490---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-81376_59490---,00.html

